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On 21st May, the working group held their first meeting where they gathered information from your survey responses to plan key areas for development and next steps.  Below are some updates on these areas:

Welcoming new parents and parents of students who are transitioning within the school: On 26th June, a transition evening was held for new parents and parents of students transitioning within the school.  This was an opportunity for parents and their child to meet key staff, including therapists and senior leaders, receive useful up to date information and to tour the school led by one of our older students. The evening was well attended and the feedback from parents was that they found it useful and valued the opportunity to link up with other new parents.  One parent emailed in with ‘Thank you so much for holding the event. All the staff are very friendly and helpful. We really love the school.’

Producing user-friendly guidance for parents, carers and visitors: a survey has been sent out to parents asking for their views on what they would like included in a parent handbook.  When we have gathered responses from this, we will be able to create a set of information driven by what you, as parents and carers, say is most useful.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Creating a welcoming site: The parents’ resources room is transforming rapidly into more family friendly space. More plans are in place to add to the décor of our new reception and entrance.  Our senior leaders are sharing ideas with the LPPA working group to ensure all views are taken on board.

Communicating with parents: Following requests for clarification about homework at Valence School, a statement regarding this is included in this newsletter and is posted on our website.  If you have any questions, please let me know. Also, we have recently shared with our Teaching and Learning and Parent Governor (Jessica Carroll) or ‘Reporting to Parents’ summary.   As part of her report Jessica stated ‘The school informs parents in many different ways across the year how their child is progressing with their learning. This is including parent teacher meetings, EHCP reviews and written school reports. The Valence school reports are not only informative to the parents but also the students themselves. They help to know where they are in their learning and what to work on next.’ Additionally, we have begun to draft a document setting out our aims as a school when communicating with Parents so that there is clarity for all.  We will share with you all when this has been finalised.

Finally, we wanted to share with you some analysis of Parents evening attendance for 2018 2019.  43% of parents came to a consultation evening, open afternoon or individual appointment with the teacher (43 out of 99 families).  Attendance has increased from previous years and we feel this is due to aligning the style of parents’ evening/afternoon to the curriculum pathway.  We will continue to develop this area and listen to your views about any improvements.

I will keep you updated of any further action through the school newsletter.  If you have any questions about the LPPA or the process itself, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Jo Bleasdale
LPPA coordinator, Assistant Principal
jbleasdale@valence.kent.sch.uk
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