23rd September 2022 (Series 28/ Issue No 2)

Into a new school year
Dear Parents and Carers
The death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has clearly dominated the news and much of school life in the past two weeks. We
continue to honour her and remember King Charles and the royal family as they continue to mourn her loss.

As this newsletter demonstrates School life has continued and we have been welcoming new students and will continue to do
so. It is so good to see new children and young people coming to Valence and we wish all of them every happiness and success as
they join the School. Meeting new people and settling in is always a challenge but Valence is a place with plenty of experience of
making people ‘feel at home’ so I hope that all of our new students will feel just that very soon if not already. Any new parents or
carers who have any concerns should contact us as soon as an issue arises - it is always far easier to deal with something when it
hasn't become a big problem.
I hope that you will be encouraged by the very positive article on pages 2 and 3 about therapies and physical management
because this has been an area of concern to many parents. Whilst we consider and reflect upon changes which the NHS has imposed
upon the School we want to ensure the very best provision for each child or young person and will always prioritise their care, support
and wellbeing. We will be talking to you more about Therapies in the weeks ahead but in the meantime, as Sally Casey says do not
hesitate to contact us if you have any queries or concerns.

From 14th March

The cost of living is on everyone’s mind and whilst we wait for Government announcements on energy price support we all know
that inflation is making everything much more expensive. On page 4 there is an article relevant to students whose families reside in
Kent but every local authority will have similar schemes. The Governing Body met for is first meeting on Tuesday (see below) and has
asked the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) to consider what, if any further assistance or information the School may be able to provide
during the current cost of living crisis. We will do that and inform you although we are unable to provide direct financial help as our
budgets have strict legal limitations on what they can be spent on. I am pleased , however that The Friends of Valence will be in
contact and that a parent governor has offered to make contact so that we can support families wherever they need it and if we can
help.
As I said the Governing Body met for its first meeting on Tuesday evening. There will be more information about this and what it
discussed but for now I am pleased to report that Brian Davies and Paul Myers were duly elected as Chair and Vice-chair respectively
and that the committee chairs were also reappointed. These are:
Teaching and Learning - Mark Roberts
Safeguarding and Social Care - Carys Long
Staffing - Oonagh Wood
Business Management - Grahame Ward (Finance) and Wendy Fallon ( Premises)
May I take this opportunity to thank the voluntary work of our governors which is substantial and which provides the essential
governance, support and strategic direction for the School.

After a couple of tumultuous weeks in the life of our nation I do hope that you have a good weekend.
Roland Gooding
Principal
07986905605

Stop press: Kent County Council’s OfSTED and CQC Re-visit following the poor
inspection in 2019 takes place 27—29 September. Survey being sent to Kent
parents -please do respond by Monday 20 September!!!
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An update from the Valence School Therapy Team
As we begin a new school year, the school therapy team are looking forward to continuing our work
supporting students and the school.
Here are some of the things we were doing over the last two terms before the summer break.

Physical Management
Aurelie, our school physiotherapist, has been spending time with students in PE lessons and in the pool,
to support with physical management activities. Aurelie and our therapy assistants, Kim, Kathy and
Chelsea, have also been helping some of our students use adapted bikes. This activity has many benefits
and supports our students to practice their stepping skills in a fun way.

Here are some of our students enjoying this activity

Promoting Independence
Our occupational therapists, Alison, and Juanita have been working to assess for and order more daily
living equipment for our students in school to promote safety and independence. This includes items like
slings for hoisting, some specialist classroom seating and shower chairs. We are working to organise new
processes for equipment provision and servicing. Alison and Juanita also see some students in the
classroom, dining room and home living areas to help and support with independence skills.

Communication
Gemma, our speech and language therapist, was working closely with the communication team, therapy
team and teaching staff over the past year. She provided training and led sessions with students on Zones
of Regulation, to support students to communicate and regulate their emotions. She has also worked
with the Keller pathway on implementing the” Comprehensive Literacy for All” approach which has
resulted in teachers incorporating a ‘letter of the day’ into the daily routine and reviewing opportunities
to work on communication targets within literacy activities throughout the pathway. Gemma also ran 1:1
sessions and VOCA groups with students as part of their learning curriculum.
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Unfortunately, Gemma left Valence School at the end of the summer term as she has a new post in
another school. Gemma has given excellent support to the school and therapy team and has introduced
some new ideas to us about different ways we can support students with communication and learning.
We are working to recruit a new speech and language therapist to join the school therapy team and I will
update you as soon as we have any developments with this post.

Support Plans
The school therapy team continues to provide input to the support plan process alongside other teams in
school. This includes the setting up of a support plan when a student joins us and the reviewing of the
plan for all students which happens throughout the year. Fran Brown has been working to assist us with
this process.

Other News
We continue to run outreach clinics in school where we have visiting consultants from the Evelina
Hospital. This is an important service as it avoids students and families having to travel up to London for
appointments and miss valuable time out of school.
Wheelchair clinics have also been held on a fortnightly basis in school with Millbrook, the Kent
wheelchair service and this service will continue. Our therapy assistants, Kim, Kathy and Chelsea, are in
attendance and provide valuable support liaising between the wheelchair service, students, families and
school.

We were very pleased to have Enrica, a new staff member, join us in June 2022. Enrica is part of the
therapy team and works to support a student with their therapy needs.
We work closely with our nursing colleagues in school, and we have been able to hold some joint
meetings and training events. This has been very productive, and we will be exploring more ways of
teams working together and other initiatives to support the school.

Plans for the New School Year
We will also be continuing to work with our therapy colleagues from Kent Community Health Foundation
NHS Trust. One plan being finalised is for us to support with the running of some health days for
students. This will involve items of specialist equipment being checked, other health monitoring activities
such as height and weight checks being done and therapy staff providing training for school staff.

Any Therapy or Moving and Handling Queries? How to get Help and Advice
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries or concerns. If we cannot help, we will
always try to signpost you to someone who can.
You can contact us in several ways; ring the main Valence phone number and ask for the school therapy
team or we can also be contacted on our group email stt@valence.kent.sch.uk
Sally Casey School Therapy Lead scasey@valence.kent.sch.uk
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Household Support Fund
Funded by the UK government, the Household Support Fund scheme supports vulnerable Kent
households in need of help with significantly rising living costs.
You can apply up until 30 September 2022, or until the budget is spent.
If successful, support will be provided in the form of the following:
•

£150 in supermarket vouchers for food and home essentials

£150 in energy vouchers for pre-paid gas and electricity meters and direct debit customers who
are responsible for paying the energy costs in the household.
Vouchers will be sent by email or SMS text. If the household have no access to the internet or
email, the vouchers will be posted to their home address.
There is a limited amount of funding available for this scheme and funds will be distributed on a
first come, first served basis, with only one award per household.
Who is eligible?
Households will be eligible for assistance if they:
∙

are aged 16 or over

∙
are a Kent resident, permanently living within one of the 12 local authorities covered by
Kent County Council (this excludes Medway, Bexley, or Bromley)
∙
are in receipt of means-tested benefits or household income is less than £16,200 per
annum before tax
∙

haven’t previously accessed this round of Household Support funding.

This is a separate scheme to the Kent Support and Assistance Service (KSAS), funded by the
UK government. If support is required as a result of the increase in cost of living, apply for the
Household Support Fund on the following link: https://www.kent.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/
care-and-support/benefits/household-support-fund

Hannah Chandler
Project Officer (Residential) | Financial Hardship Team | Strategic and Corporate Services Strategy, Policy, Relationships & Corporate Assurance | Kent County Council | Invicta House,
Maidstone, ME14 1XQ | Telephone: 03000 415268 | www.kent.gov.uk
For other local authority areas please contact your local council.
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MFL Learning Dimension
Hawking 3 Introducciones en Español
Please find some personal introductions from H3 in Spanish
¡Hola! ¿Cómo te llamas?
Hola. Me llamo Emma.
¿Cómo estás?
Bien Adiós.

¡Hola! ¿Cómo te llamas?
Me llamo Lucie.
¿Cómo estás? Bien
¿Cuántos años tienes?
Tengo 12 años.
¿Dónde vives?

Vivo en Oxted

Hola, Como te llamas?

¿Qué te gusta?

Hola. Me llamo Noor. Y tu?

Me gusta el chocolate

Hola, como te llamas?
Hola me llamo Finley.
Me gusta alitas de pollo

Me llamo Abbie.
Como estas?
Bien. Y yu?
Muy bien gracias.
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Hola
¿Cómo te llamas?
Me llamo Daniel
¿Donde vives?

¡Hola! ¿Cómo te llamas?
Hola. Me llamo Dylan .
¿Cómo estás?
Bien.¿Y tú?

Vivo en Dartford
¿Como estas?
Muy bien

¿Que te gusta?

¿Hola? ¿cómo te llamas?
Hola. Me llamo Aggy
¿Dónde vives?
Vivo en Tunbridge Wells
¿Qué te gusta?

¿Me gusta música y los perros
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News from the Residential Education Provision
We have welcomed back our students after the long summer break.
We are looking forward to welcoming all our new boarders when they join us after
their tea visits.

What new experience and skill can our boarders expect?
Our residential team work closely with the education team at Valence to ensure
each student is supported to achieve their full potential. The REP provides
opportunities to enhance independence skills and to recognise achievements as
these develop which in turn helps build confidence and resilience. All students are
encouraged to actively take part in planning clubs and activities.
We focus on four core outcomes for planned activities. These are:

Health and Well Being,

Social Engagement,

Physical Stimulation

Mental Stimulation.

Activities and evening entertainment
Our evening activities include a mixture of sessions that are based on activities
students have enjoyed before, and activities that provide the opportunity to work
on targets as well as new experiences.















Physical Management & Exercise
Well, Being Evening
Arts and Crafts
Karaoke Night
Encouraging Connections (communication skills)
Board games Wii Games
Shopping online/local shopping
Music sessions
Trips out with friends
Theme nights
Cooking skills
Drama groups
TBC: First Aid and Basic food hygiene

And many more.
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News from the Residential Education Provision cont...
Some news on what been going on over the summer
We aim to create a bright and welcoming environment for all students. We started
a refurbish on our bungalows your last year, leaving four to do this year,.
As you can see, we have been bold again with our colours. I do hope you like the
new bold colours. As you can see
from pictures below, we also have
lovely new curtains, cushions. We
have new bedding on order to compliment the new colours
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Meet our Residential Teams
Lisa Kavanagh: Vice Principal for Safeguarding & Social Care and Lead
Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)
Jo Chivers: Residential Care Manager and DSL
The students who are in Simmonds pathway are boarding in bungalows 1,2,3.
The team supporting them are:






Sam Baker
Kailey Ram
Stacey Holmes
Yvette J Smith

Manager
Assistant Manager
Assistant Manager
Health Care Assistant

Keyworkers

Chloe Muckle

Alison Fitzgerald

Sheree Doherty

Alishia Adams

Bernice Maleed
The students who are in a Keller pathway are boarding in bungalow 4 .
The team supporting them are:



Sarah Cullom
Rachel Lott

Manager
Health Care Assistant

Keyworkers

Hannah Langley

James Highsted
The students who are in the Hawking pathway are boarding in bungalows
6,7,8. The team supporting them are:





Julian Harrison
Justyna Clark
Grace Moll
Nicola Yates

Manager
Assistant Manager
Assistant Manager
Health Care Assistant

Keyworkers

Kirsty Peacock

Ashleigh Pascoe

Caroline Frost
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Contact details:
Jo Chivers
Roland Gooding
Matt Strange

07896 905095
07896 905605
07894 483673

Lisa Kavanagh is currently absent from
School.

Day

Date

Time

On-call

Overnight

Friday

23/09/22

09:00 To midday

Jo Chivers

Closed Weekend

Midday to 4pm

Jo Chivers

Saturday

24/09/22

Closed Weekend
09:00 To midday

Monday

26/09/22

Roland Gooding
Midday to 4pm

27/09/22
Tuesday
28/09/22
Wednesday
29/09/22
Thursday
30/09/22

Matt Strange
Matt Strange

09:00 To midday

Roland Gooding

Midday to 4pm

Matt Strange

09:00 To midday

Roland Gooding

Midday to 4pm

Matt Strange

09:00 To midday

Matt Strange

Midday to 4pm

Jo Chivers

09:00 To midday

Jo Chivers

Midday to 4pm

Jo Chivers

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

01/10/22
02/10/22

Open Weekend – Jo Chivers
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Roland Gooding

Matt Strange

Jo Chivers

Jo Chivers

