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SEND in Kent
Dear Parents and Carers
You may have seen that Kent has been in the media recently regarding its recent revisit by OfSTED and the Care Quality Commission
following its 2019 inspection of special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). There were nine main findings in that inspection:

•

A widely held concern of parents that the local area is not able, or in some cases not willing, to meet their children’s needs.

•

A variable quality of provision and commitment to inclusion in schools, and the lack of willingness of some schools to
accommodate children and young people with SEND.

•

That parents and carers have a limited role in reviewing and designing services for children and young people with SEND.

•

An inability of current joint commissioning arrangements to address known gaps and eliminate longstanding weaknesses in the
services for children and young people with SEND.

•

Poor standards achieved, and progress made, by too many children and young people with SEND.

•

The inconsistent quality of the EHC process; a lack of up-to-date assessments and limited contributions from health and care
professionals; and poor processes to check and review the quality of EHC plans.

•

Weak governance of SEND arrangements across the EHC system at strategic and operational level and an absence of robust
action plans to address known weaknesses.

•

Unacceptable waiting times for children and young people to be seen by some health services, particularly CAMHS, tier two
services, SALT, the wheelchair service, and ASD and ADHD assessment and review.

•

A lack of effective systems to review and improve outcomes for those children and young people whose progress to date has
been limited by weaknesses in provision.

From 14th March

The revisit inspection was to judge whether or not the local authority and health providers were making sufficient progress for each
area. The outcome of the inspection was that in all of the nine areas of weakness insufficient progress been made since 2019. I should
point out that this was not specifically an inspection about special schools provision but was much more focussed on mainstream
inclusion, processes carried out by the local authority and provision made by NHS providers. Added to this very poor situation is the
fact that Kent is overspending its High Needs budget by a vast amount with a deficit in excess of £100 million. The Department for
Education is insisting this is brought under control. Of course, all special schools are funded from that budget so in responding to
both the inspection and the budget problems special schools are bound to be affected. We don’t yet have any details of what that
might mean but I would want to reassure you all that current placements of students and their provision should not be affected.
Special school headteachers and principals are working together to ensure that we protect the good and outstanding work that we do
and whilst wishing to work with the local authority we will not agree to anything that would undermine the quality of schools’ work or
the provision and opportunities afforded to our children and young people. If you wish to read the OfSTED inspection revisit letter and
the response of the Kent local authority to parents and carers there are links in the newsletter section of the School website. I will be
regularly reporting to you on what Kent County Council’s plans are and will update you as soon as I have any information.
In addition to the challenges with High Needs Funding Kent’s own budgets are also under severe pressure and this has also been
reported in the media recently. Information about this is readily available if you do a search on the internet.
Despite all of this bleak news do enjoy this newsletter as it is full of positive and affirming things about our students and the School.
Kind regards and best wishes for the weekend.
Roland Gooding
Principal

(Mobile 07986905605)
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School Trip to Tate Modern
On Wednesday 9th November, a group of us travelled
by school bus to Tate Modern in London. As we
entered Tate, we were greeted by two massive strips
of wool and fabric hanging from the ceiling.

Luckily, we were able to sit under the pieces of hung wool. This allowed us to see
the different compounded materials that were combined to make the hanging art.

These different pieces of artwork inspired me and interested me. The first piece
of Art that interested me is called ‘Feb 2-54’ painted by Ben Nicholson in 1954. In
particular, the variation of shapes stood out to me from this piece. It resembles a
coffee mug with different shaped handles, the part that stood out to me that
there could be different shapes of mug which bonds with different shapes of
handles. The second piece of Artwork is an Oil Painting called ‘Dynamic
Suprematism’ by Kazimir Malevich created in 1916. I liked this piece of Art,
because it stood out to me how an Oil Painting can be formed up from different
shapes. The final piece of art is called ‘Composition (No.III)’ painted by Piet
Mondrian. It shows the three primary colours in one painting.
By Freddy C, Hawking 5
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Blood Brothers Trip- H5
On Thursday H5 went on an English trip to The Orchard Theatre to watch Blood
Brothers. This is one of the plays they are studying for their GCSE English
Literature, and it was brilliant. We all enjoyed the trip, even the gunshot which made
us all jump! The lighting, set and performance was amazing, and we all left
impressed with only good things to say. The theatre had great access and we can’t
wait to return.
Some words the pupil had to say:
“It was amazing and I would recommend”Evie
I liked the singing, I loved the storyline, the
gunshots at the end made me jump out of my
skin and I’d go and see it again”- Daisy D
“Amazing seats, amazing experience,
amazing journey= best day out!”-Freddie C
“Spectacular experience. I laughed so much and would highly recommend it if you
want a laugh.” - Rachel N-T
Our next coffee morning session is
Friday 25th November
‘Enabling Independence’ is at the heart of our
ethos as a school. We would like to spend some
time highlighting how independence is
promoted throughout daily learning and tasks in
all three pathways. We will particularly focus on
how Independence is a part of the Simmonds
Curriculum. Finally, Mr Eady will be spending some time discussing the role of Mathematics in
developing independence.
Whilst you don’t need to book and can just turn up we do of course need an indication of numbers for
coffee and refreshments and any handouts that might need to be available.
If you could therefore let our receptionist Karen know that you are intending to attend a session
The presented sessions will be at 10.30 - 11.00, with coffee available from 9.15.
For the Friday mornings we will also ensure parents can stay on site if they are then collecting their
children after lunch.
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Class 6—Gift, Saul, Luke, Alex, Will, Oliver and Jack
S6 having been creating power points about themselves, their likes, dislikes,
things that make them happy or sad, and people who make them feel safe
during their English lesson and here are some examples of their work.

Can you guess which one belongs
to which student?
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Remembering
On Sunday 13th November Maddison - Simmonds 1, Oakley – Keller 1 and
William – Simmonds 6 volunteered to represent Valence School at the
Westerham Remembrance Sunday Service alongside Mr Strange and myself. The
service started with a parade through the town along the high street, travelling
behind the local Sea Cadet band, to the War Memorial outside St. Mary The Virgin
C Of E Church. During the service William Godden laid a wreath of poppies on
behalf of all the students and staff at Valence School.

It was the first time Valence School has been represented at this significant local
event. Lisa Hutt (Oakley’s Mother) said “I think it's so important for the students
and the school that we involve ourselves in community events and it's a privilege
to represent the school to raise awareness”.
Thank you to Maddison, Oakley and Wills who gave up part of their weekend to
represent our school.
Tim Longthorne
Simmonds Pathway Lead
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Hawking 2 News
Tutor Time
Hawking 2 students have had an amazing start to the school year. They were the first
class to complete an assembly and students in Hawking 2 were adamant that staff were
not to help them whatsoever during the process of creating their work!
Riley even told us staff members in the room:
“Get a cup of tea and a biscuit because we have it under control”
Well in fact, they created a masterpiece of an assembly and delivered to a multitude of
people via teams with confidence and clarity.
A great choice of topic and a wonderful message too.

Apart from planning incredible assemblies Hawking 2 have been practicing our strategy
skills during tutor time by playing a game called Bloons Tower Defense. With master
strategist Joshua’s advice we have almost completed it!
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Maths lessons

Hawking 2 have been very busy in mathematics lessons. They are highly motivated
students and some have even completed some GCSE level work this year – amazing.
Riley, Theodor, Josh were able to use algebra tiles to solve equations via balancing and
have recently been exploring fractions.
Maci and Dilly have been seriously levelling up their maths skills by using a variety of
maths tools to support their learning.

Drama Lessons

Exceptional thespians Hawking 2 have been having a
great time in drama lessons. Students have been
performing “A Christmas Carol” during lessons. Can you
recognise the characters?
Science Lessons
Science is a lesson Hawking 2 are always looking forward to and
keen to chat about. They have been exploring alkaline metals in
chemistry and doing some proper science experiments. When it’s
time for Hawking 2 to take their exams, we can all agree they will
be a force to be reckoned with!
Lunch times
Hawking 2 students are infamously sociable and have been busy making friends all over
the school during lunch time, which is great to see!

Food Tech
Finally move over Jamie Oliver, Hawking 2 have
chosen Italian food for term 2 in cooking. They have
made a delicious spaghetti bolognaise and will be
making pizza soon.
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Senior Staff On-call Rota from 18th November 2022
Contact details:
Jo Chivers
Roland Gooding
Lisa Kavanagh
Matt Strange

07896 905095
07896 905605
07912 124724
07894 483673

Day

Date

Time

On-call

Friday

18/11/22

09:00 To midday

Jo Chivers

Midday to 4pm

Lisa Kavanagh

Saturday
Sunday
Monday

19/11/22
20/11/22
21/11/22

22/11/22

Overnight
Closed
Weekend

Closed Weekend
09:00 To midday

Matt Strange

Midday to 4pm

Lisa Kavanagh

Lisa Kavanagh

09:00 To midday

Lisa Kavanagh

Midday to 4pm

Roland Gooding

09:00 To midday

Roland Gooding

Midday to 4pm

Matt Strange

09:00 To midday

Matt Strange

Midday to 4pm

Jo Chivers

09:00 To midday

Jo Chivers

Midday to 4pm

Lisa Kavanagh

Roland Gooding

Tuesday
23/11/22

Matt Strange

Wednesday

24/11/22

Jo Chivers

Thursday
25/11/22
Friday

Saturday
Sunday

26/11/22
27/11/22

Closed Weekend

School Photo
Individual School Photos will be taken on 30th
November. A reminder text will be sent to parents the
week before.
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Closed
Weekend

